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Here at the Waterloo Bucks we pride ourselves on being more than a baseball club.  We strive to support our 
community with in-kind donations, fundraising, player and mascot appearances, and much more. As a 
member of the Cedar Valley, the Waterloo Bucks make it a priority to support the Cedar Valley communities 
both on and off the field. Through the “Our Bucks” Community Initiative, which was developed in 2017, the 
Bucks are looking to promote any and all involvement throughout the surrounding communities.

From our Annual Summer Reading Program to community hosted events, the Waterloo Bucks are excited to 
promote the ways the Bucks help make the community greater. The Bucks understand the significance of 
community and find it important to support those who support our organization.

‘Our Bucks’ Purpose Statement:
”The purpose of Our Bucks is to connect the citizens of Waterloo and the Greater Cedar Valley with 

the Waterloo Bucks Baseball Organization by promoting community involvement, ownership and 
building the bond between the fans and the organization.”



Step Up to the Plates
The Waterloo Bucks launched 
the ‘Step Up To the Plates’ 
community initiative in 2018.  
The Bucks partnered with the 
Northeast Iowa Food Bank in 
collecting produce and 
packaged goods from the 
College Hill Farmers Market, 
Cedar Falls Farmers Market, 
and Waterloo Urban Farmers 
Market. 

“As part of the ballclub’s Our 
Buck community initiative, the 
Waterloo Bucks are excited to 
begin the ‘Step Up To the 
Plates’ program,” said Bucks 
assistant general manager Ben 
Knaack. “The partnership with 
the Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
has been fantastic through 
training, communication, and 
all the efforts to provide 
families in need with fresh 
produce from farmers right here 
in the Cedar Valley.”

Bucks staff attended over a 
dozen farmers markets 
collecting 3,362 pounds of 
fresh produce for families in 
need in the Cedar Valley.
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3,362
Pounds Collected



Bucky Appearances

75

Player Appearances

25

Supporting the community with special appearances by Bucky or Bucks players is just one way 
to give back.  The 100 visits in 2018 ranged from stops at elementary schools, senior homes, 

non-profits, 5K’s and much more!
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Corporate Angel 
Program

The Waterloo Bucks receive 
many requests each season 
from non-profit groups seeking 
complimentary tickets to Bucks 
games. The Bucks believe that 
everyone should have a chance 
to build memories at a baseball 
game, and try and honor as 
many requests as we can. 
However, the demand often 
exceeds the number of tickets 
available for donation each 
year. The Bucks partner with 
various businesses in the Cedar 
Valley through the Bucks 
‘Corporate Angels’ program.

Their generous, tax-
deductible contribution of 
$100 or more provides tickets 
to these worthy non-profits, 
allowing them to enjoy a 
Bucks game!
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Respect Community 
Program

The Bucks focused on 10 dates 
this summer for our 2018  
Respect Community 
Program. On each date, the 
Bucks provided two tickets to a 
local non-profit and highlighted 
that organization as that game’s 
Respect Community group.  

The non-profit’s logo was 
highlighted on the 474-square 
food LED Video Board during 
the bottom half of that game’s 
fourth inning while a 
description of the organization 
was read.

JOB CREATION
Over 80 INDIVIDUALS 

EMPLOYED in 2018
The Waterloo Bucks employed over 80 individuals during 

the 2018 season.  Employees range from high school 
students working their first job, individuals with full time 

jobs earning some extra income during the summer, to 
retirees working to supplement their retirement incomes.



Bucks Summer Reading 
Program

School Assemblies

38
Promoted the Importance of Reading to 23,000 Kids

For the last 3 years we have visited hundreds of elementary schools across Eastern Iowa to promote the 
importance of reading during the summer.  Hitting the books during this break helps students improve their 
reading ability and makes the transition to the new school year a little easier.  In 2018, the Bucks Summer 

Reading Program saw some very impressive numbers from the young readers!
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330 Participants
10% Increase from 2017

225 Kids
Completed 
Program

TOTAL MINUTES READ IN 2018

235,250

1,500
Prizes awarded to 

participants



Baseball Camps
The Waterloo Bucks ran a total 
of  6 baseball camps with 2 
being held outside of Cost 
Cutters Field at Riverfront 
Stadium.

Through a grant from the 
Kernels Foundation, the Bucks 
held a special invite-only camp 
for members of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Cedar Valley 
on August 3, teaching Cedar 
Valley youth the basics of 
baseball.

In addition to in-stadium 
camps, the Bucks went to 
Hudson and Dike to put on 
complimentary camps for the 
youth in those communities.
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PDCM Insurance /
West Bend Insurance 

Stolen Bases
for Charity

This season, the Waterloo 
Bucks teamed up with PDCM 
Insurance and West Bend 
Insurance to donate money to 
the Black Hawk County YMCA 
for every Bucks stolen base at 
Cost Cutters Field at Riverfront 
Stadium.  Each stolen base by 
the Bucks at home netted $35 
to the YMCA.

On August 9, prior to 
Waterloo’s game versus the 
Duluth Huskies, Kent 
McCausland with PDCM 
Insurance made a check 
presentation to YMCA.  The 
total amount raised in 2018 was 
$2,000.



Catch with a Cop
The Waterloo Bucks partnered 
with the Waterloo Police 
Department in the inaugural 
year of the ‘Catch With a Cop’ 
program. ‘Catch With a Cop’ is 
designed to bridge 
communication between local 
police officials and youth 
throughout Waterloo and the 
Cedar Valley. This year’s 
program incorporated several 
interactions at Cost Cutters 
Field at Riverfront Stadium and 
various parks throughout 
Waterloo.

The Bucks and Waterloo Police 
Department worked with the 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
Cedar Valley and the Black 
Hawk County YMCA.

“We are excited to be a part of 
bringing together police 
officers and youth within 
Waterloo for open 
communication and to provide 
some fun through baseball,” 
stated Bucks assistant general 
manager Ben Knaack. “We are 
proud to continue to expand the 
Our Bucks community efforts 
by getting other community 
groups involved to participate 
in a great program such as 
‘Catch With a Cop.’”
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Share the Glove
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This summer, the Waterloo Bucks welcomed the 
City of Hudson Baseball and Softball Program to 
Cost Cutters Field at Riverfront Stadium where 
they were recognized as the recipient of this year’s 
Share the Glove Equipment Grant Program. As 
part of the Northwoods League 25th Season 
Celebration, the Northwoods League Foundation, 
in conjunction with the Bucks and all other 19 
affiliate teams, a total of 20 equipment grants with 
approximately $2,500 in Rawlings equipment. 

The Bucks received many applicants in its 
inaugural year of this grant and are proud to have 
an impact in providing this equipment to an 
organization in the Cedar Valley. As part of the 
Our Bucks Community Initiative, the Bucks 
partnered with the Northwoods League 
Foundation in providing this equipment.  We 
would like to congratulate the Hudson Baseball 
and Softball Program in receiving this year’s 
Share the Glove Equipment Grant.

Each grant featured a collection of Rawlings 
equipment, including two sets of catcher’s gear, 
ten gloves, eight batting helmets, six bats and one 
bucket of practice balls.  The Share the Glove
initiative was developed to encourage 
participation in youth baseball and softball 
activities throughout the Northwoods League 
footprint.  Northwoods League affiliates promoted 
the grant and collected applications from youth 
organizations in their local markets over a six-
week period this Spring.

According to Gary Hoover, Northwoods League 
Foundation Secretary, “The Share the Glove
program delivers right from the heart of the 
Foundation’s mission – it brings together the 
Northwoods League, its Affiliates and partners to 
recognize and support the important role youth 
sports participation plays in developing character 
and strong communities.”



Charitable Donations
The Bucks fulfill many 
charitable donation requests 
over the course of a year that 
consist of silent auction items 
for organizations such as gift 
baskets, autographed 
memorabilia, tickets, souvenirs, 
and more.

Other in-stadium opportunities 
like Game Day Appearance 
tables on our concourse, an in-
game “Dash for Cash”, or 
specialty jersey auctions allow 
us to use our platform in the 
community to raise awareness 
about a specific cause.

Including donations made by 
the Kernels Foundation, the 
organization has made a total 
contribution of $20,500 in 
cash since 2014.
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The mission of the Waterloo Ball Club, LLC is to provide affordable, fan friendly, high quality entertainment 
in a first-class facility. As a fiscally responsible organization, our employees and Board of Directors are 
dedicated to enhancing our relationships with area businesses, residents and visitors through collegiate 

baseball and other venues.


